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3p.m. EDT, February 7, 2011


PHILADELPHIA SCHOOL WITH 100% gRADUATION rate is in Risk of Closing due to building of condos.
 PHILADELPHIA, PA, February 7, 2011:  Messiah Dance Works Productions, Inc. located at 2019 Montrose Street, Philadelphia, PA 19146, in the old St. Charles School building where they have resided for the last 9 years after the close of the school, has been asked to vacate due to the sale of the building by the Philadelphia Archdiocese by the end of the month. 

Rev. Duane Wilkins founded Messiah Dance Works in 1989 as a community/faith based dance arts school is a non-profit, which housed three dance companies and a dance school. Messiah has afforded youth of the urban community of Philadelphia the opportunity to travel internationally, to such places as the Republic of Georgia in the former Soviet Union, Brazil, Costa Rica, Mexico, Nigeria, and across the nation using dance as a vehicle to spread global harmony.  Messiah also has produced many community productions that would expose the local community to the arts for either a minimal or no cost at all. Most of the students who attend classes are on scholarship or pay a way reduced fee. These students come from low income households, raised by single parents and sometimes grandparents or other alternative guardians, many of which would not be able to financially afford providing the enrichment that an experience in the arts allows were it not for Messiah Dance Works. Messiah promotes educational values and has a 99.9 high school graduation rate of all its former participants.  Many of them have gone on to higher education. 

Messiah is asking the media to help get the word out and save a community institution that has sought to preserve and raise students to become an effective participating member of society. We are accepting monetary donations and even offers of an open door; space to house our program so that we may continue serving our community.  HELP US, HELP US, HELP US ………………
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